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On October 2, 2009, at approximately 0116 hours, Deputies Salazar and Mesa 
observed a male hispanic, Suspect #1, walking with what they described as vehicle 
cable or rope in his hand, in a residential neighborhood with frequent vehicle 
burglaries and vandalism. Immediately upon seeing the deputies, the male hispanic 
appeared “stunned.” 


Deputy Salazar parked the radio car and saw another male hispanic, Suspect Lara, 
who turned and ran from the deputies with Suspect #1 following, as they ran toward 
the rear of 18203 Renwick Road. 


Deputy Salazar gave chase broadcasting radio traffic he was in foot pursuit of 
possible Burglary (459) suspects. Deputy Mesa took a position of containment on 
the northwest corner of the residence while observing Deputy Salazar on the 
southeast corner. Deputy Mesa saw a male hispanic pop his head over the rear yard 
fence at the location where he was containing, then run back toward Deputy Salazar. 
Deputy Mesa alerted Deputy Salazar that the male was running back toward him, 
and ran over to Deputy Salazar’s location. 


Deputy Salazar stopped on the southeast corner of the residence maintaining a 
position of cover by a parked vehicle in the residence driveway, when out of his 
peripheral vision he saw Suspect Lara crouched down hiding near the front end of 
the vehicle parked in the driveway and the front porch area of the residence. Deputy 
Salazar ordered Suspect Lara to show his hands but he refused to comply with 
Deputy Salazar’s orders. 


Deputy Salazar said he wanted to see Suspect Lara’s body so he tried to move 
toward the suspect. Suspect Lara stayed crouched, and utilizing the vehicle as cover 
moved away from Deputy Salazar. This occurred several times until Suspect Lara 
sprinted toward the metal gate Suspect #1 was last seen jumping over. 
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As Suspect Lara attempted to flee over the gate he stumbled over a trash can and 
fell to the ground. It was at this time Deputy Salazar saw a shiny metal object in his 
right hand. Deputy Salazar ordered Suspect Lara to drop the object and he refused. 
Deputy Salazar described Suspect Lara as now in a crouched position advancing 
one to two steps toward him so he fired three times at Suspect Lara. This did not 
immediately stop Suspect Lara so he fired an additional two times and Suspect Lara 
fell backward. Deputy Salazar broadcast a deputy involved shooting and advanced 
toward Suspect Lara, kicking away a large silver knife that Suspect Lara had been 
holding in his right hand. 


When Deputy Mesa ran to assist Deputy Salazar, he saw him fire two rounds at 
Suspect Lara who was standing near the metal gate. He saw him fall to the ground 
but did not see anything in his hands until Deputy Salazar approached and kicked 
away a large knife that Deputy Mesa described as a dagger. Assisting units arrived 
and the deputies were removed from the scene. 


On March 10, 2011 the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; 
and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 

MPP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MPP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 
the force used by Deputy David Salazar as reasonable and necessary 
and in compliance with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by Deputy Salazar in this incident were within Department Policy. 


bl 


Eric B. Smith, Commander 


EBS:RSP/rsp 
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Method 
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Investigative Summary 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 

DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING - SUSPECT DECEASED 
IAB #SH2252199 

FILE #009-06353-0869-013 


Involved Employee: David Salazar, Deputy Sheriff, | 
Employee Witness: Joseph Mesa, Deputy Sheriff | 
Date: October 2, 2009 (Friday) 

Time: Approximately 0116 hours 


Location: Eren wick Road, 


Azusa, California 91702 
OPENING STATEMENT: 


At the above date and time, San Dimas Station Deputy David Salazar was involved in a 
shooting with Suspect Efrain Lara, MH/ 31. The suspect was shot after he lunged at 
Deputy Salazar with a shiny object in his right hand which Deputy Salazar believed was a 
weapon. Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Rod Kusch and Sergeants Laura Haynes and 
Dinah Grote, responded to the command post and later to the scene. 


Deputies Salazar and Mesa observed a male hispanic, Suspect #1, walking with what they 
described as vehicle cable or rope in his hand, in a residential neighborhood with frequent 
vehicie burglaries and vandalism. Immediately upon seeing the deputies, the male 
hispanic appeared “stunned.” Deputy Salazar parked the radio car and saw another male 
hispanic, Suspect Lara, who turned and ran from the deputies with Suspect #1 following, 
as they ran toward the rear of 


Deputy Salazar gave chase broadcasting radio traffic he was in foot pursuit of possible 
Burglary (459) suspects. Deputy Mesa took a position of containment on the northwest 
corner of the residence while observing Deputy Salazar on the southeast corner. Deputy 
Mesa saw a male hispanic pop his head over the rear yard fence at the location where he 
was containing, then run back toward Deputy Salazar. Deputy Mesa alerted Deputy 
Salazar that the male was running back toward him, and ran over to Deputy Salazar’s 
location. 


Deputy Salazar stopped on the southeast corner of the residence maintaining a position 


of cover by a parked vehicle in the residence driveway, when out of his peripheral vision 
he saw Suspect Lara crouched down hiding near the front end of the vehicle parked in the 
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driveway and the front porch area ofthe residence. Deputy Salazar ordered Suspect Lara 
to show his hands but he refused to comply with Deputy Salazar’s orders. Deputy 
Salazar said he wanted to see Suspect Lara's body so he tried to move toward the 
suspect. As he did this, Suspect Lara stayed crouched, and utilizing the vehicle as cover 
moved away from Deputy Salazar. This occurred several times until Suspect Lara sprinted 
toward the metal gate Suspect #1 was last seen jumping over. As Suspect Lara attempted 
to flee over the gate he stumbled over a trash can and fel! to the ground. It was at this time 
Deputy Salazar saw a shiny metal object in his right hand. Deputy Salazar ordered Suspect 
Lara to drop the object and he refused. Deputy Salazar described Suspect Lara as now 
in a crouched position advancing one to two steps toward him so he fired three times at 
Suspect Lara. This did not immediately stop Suspect Lara so he fired an additional two 
times and Suspect Lara fell backward. Deputy Salazar broadcast a deputy involved 
shooting and advanced toward Suspect Lara, kicking away a large silver knife that Suspect 
Lara had been holding in his right hand. 


When Deputy Mesa ran to assist Deputy Salazar, he saw him fire two rounds at Suspect 
Lara who was standing near the metal gate. He saw him fall to the ground but did not see 
anything in his hands until Deputy Salazar approached and kicked away a large knife that 
Deputy Mesa described as a dagger. Assisting units arrived and the deputies were 
removed from the scene. 


IAB Note: Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Rod Kusch checked to see that the 
Watch Commander, Lieutenant Stanley Penner, took reasonable steps to ensure 
that the involved and witness personne! did not discuss the incident among 
themselves or with uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned 
investigators, and that the involved and witness personne! did not collectively 
consult with their attorney or representative. In addition, Internal Affairs Bureau 
Lieutenant Kusch checked to see if the Watch Commander attempted to have 
involved and witness personnel gather in the company of a supervisor (Sergeant 
William Jaeger) until they have provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Salazar, David Deputy EO O |] 


Field Operations Region III 
San Dimas Station 
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Work History: 

Salazar, David: 

Date of Employment: 12-23-1996 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training 

Prior Shooting Incidents: 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: B 


WITNESS PERSONNEL: 


Mesa, Joseph, Deputy EO | 
Field Operations Region Ill 
San Dimas Station 


Work History: 
Mesa, Joseph: 


Date of Employment: 06-28-1991 
Date Assigned to Patrol: EE 
Date Completed Patrol T T 


Prior Shooting Incidents: 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


SUSPECT: 
Lara, Efrain Gutierrez, MH/31 (deceased) 


Criminal History: 


Suspect Lara EN (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide 


Book, pages 70 - 96 for Suspect Lara’s criminal history) 

WITNESSES: 
EE 
RN | 


INJURIES: 


No deputies were injured during this incident. 
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Suspect Lara sustained five gunshot wounds (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, page 
97 - 101 for Autopsy Report). 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 

Physical evidence related to the crime scene, crime scene sketch, and collection of 
evidence (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 27 - 33, 49 - 51, and Miscellaneous 
Section). 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS: 


Responding Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants walked through the crime scene and noted 
the area had illumination from overhead street lights. There was an illuminated porch light 
located at the front door of the residence. The carport area where the shooting took place 
was extremely dark with no illumination. There was nothing remarkable beyond what was 
reported and documented during the investigation. 


WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Salazar fired five rounds from his department approved Sig Sauer, model P220, 
45 Auto caliber semiautomatic pistol bearing serial number GEN utilizing department 
approved 45 Auto caliber cartridge cases bearing “WIN 45 Auto +P" head stamp. The 
weapon and ammunition were found to be within specifications consistent with the Sig 
Sauer pistol (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 53 - 55 for firearm description). 


a Salazar wlj: with his ee 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT: 


Suspect Lara was in possession of a large folding knife, yellow plastic handle with a belt 
clip, 4 inch blade, 9 % inches in total length. The knife when recovered was in the extended 
locked position. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE: 


Damage to property at the location was minimal and consisted of bullet holes to a metal 
gate, as well as an exercise machine (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, page 52). 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR/CHARGE FILED: 


None, suspect deceased. 
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LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


The shooting took place during night time hours. The area was described by Deputies 
Salazar and Mesa as well lit by street lights and the residence also had the front porch light 
illuminated. Deputy Salazar said the carport area where the shooting took place was 
extremely dark with no illumination, except forthe laser sight and flashlight combination his 
firearm was equipped with and he utilized (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide book, page 32 for 
Homicide Investigator description of lighting conditions). 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENT: 


The following narratives are intended only as a synopsis of the interviews. 
Additional information and precise wording may be obtained by reviewing the 
recorded interviews and transcriptions. 


Deputy Salazar: 


Deputy Salazar was interviewed at the Internal Affairs Bureau Offices by Sergeant Laura 
Haynes and Sergeant Dinah Grote on May 25, 2010. He was represented by Anna Slotky 
of Green and Shinee. 


During the interview investigators refer to the first male hispanic as Suspect #1 and the 
second male hispanic as Suspect #2, Lara. 


Deputy Salazar said he and his partner Deputy Mesa were patrolling the area due to 
numerous vehicle burglaries and vandalism in and around the area. As they were driving 
southbound on Rockvale, approaching the corner of Renwick Road, Deputy Salazar 
alerted his partner's attention to Suspect #1 walking west across the front lawn of 
Renwick Road carrying what appeared to be a vehicle cable. As both deputies saw 
Suspect #1, he appeared startled at the deputies presence. As deputies prepared to exit 
their vehicle, Deputy Salazar saw Suspect Lara come in to view. Suspect Lara saw the 
deputies and ran back toward the rear of Ren ick Road. Suspect #1 then ran back 
the same route as Suspect Lara. 


Deputy Salazar said he parked the radio car and went in foot pursuit of possible Burglary 
suspects, broadcasting information as he chased the suspects. As Deputy Salazar ran to 
the southeast corner of the residence he said,” I lost sightof the first suspect that ran which 
is the second suspect | saw.” Deputy Salazar said he never lost sight of the suspect he 
was chasing and watched him jump over the metal fence at the back of the carport. He 
said, “Since the first guy who ran | figured he jumped the fence prior to the guy | was 
chasing so J figured there was two guys behind the fence.” Deputy Salazar said he was 
not going to jump the fence with two suspects behind the fence so he maintained his 
position in the driveway, next to a vehicle, which was parked there by the front door. He 
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said he could see Deputy Mesa to his left and then heard him yell out that the suspect was 
running back toward him. Deputy Salazar said as he was waiting in the driveway, cut of 
the corner of his left eye he saw a head poke up from the front hood area of the parked 
vehicle to his left. He ran behind the vehicle for cover and yelled at Suspect Lara to show 
his hands. Deputy Salazar wanted to see Suspect Lara’s body because he was crouched 
behind the vehicle, so he moved to the area Suspect Lara was hiding behind. In doing so, 
Suspect Lara, utilizing the vehicle as a barrier would move away from Deputy Salazar. 


Deputy Salazar said this happened several times “and it was like a cat and mouse game.” 


Deputy Salazar said when he moved to the left side of the vehicle Suspect Lara saw an 
avenue of escape and sprinted toward the metal gate Suspect #1 had jumped over. As 
he tried to kick his legs over the gate, he kicked one of the trash cans and he fell back 
down to the ground. Deputy Salazar said when Suspect Lara landed he was facing him 
in a crouched position ready to lunge at him. Although the carport area was extremely 
dark, Deputy Salazar illuminated the suspect with his mounted flashlight on his weapon. 
He could see a shiny silver object in his right hand and he ordered him to drop it three 
times. Suspect Lara lunged at Deputy Salazar so he fired three rounds. This did not 
immediately stop Suspect Lara who advanced toward Deputy Salazar. He fired an 
additional two rounds, which stopped Suspect Lara, who fell to the ground. Deputy Salazar 
said he approached the area of Suspect Lara io clear it, and kicked away a knife which he 
said appeared to be about nine inches in length. He broadcast Deputy Involved in a 
shooting (998) traffic. Deputy Mesa had now come up behind him at this time and told him 
he would take over the radio. 


Deputy Mesa: 


Deputy Mesa was interviewed at the Internal Affairs Bureau Offices by Sergeant Laura 
Haynes on June 15, 2010. He was represented by Anna Siotky of Green and Shinee 


Deputy Mesa said after Deputy Salazar alerted him to the suspect and exited the radio car, 
he ran to the southwest corner of the residence. Deputy Mesa said he ran to the northwest 
corner of the residence, where he said he could still see Deputy Salazar and maintain a 
visual on the northwest fence in case the suspect tried to escape from there. Deputy Mesa 
said he saw the suspect pop his head up to the fence line and he ordered him to stop. The 
suspect disappeared behind the fence and appeared to run back toward the direction of 
Deputy Salazar. Deputy Mesa yelled to Deputy Salazar the suspect was now running back 
toward him, and started to run to Deputy Salazar’s location approximately 30 yards away. 
He said he could hear Deputy Salazar now yelling, “Let me see your hands, let me see 
your hands,” and remembers thinking, “That guy must be pretty quick,” because he just left 
the northwest side of the residence. Deputy Mesa said he then heard three gunshots, and 
heard Deputy Salazar broadcast 998 radio traffic. When he arrived to Deputy Salazar’s 
location he saw him standing on the east side of the vehicle parked in the driveway, saw 
him fire an additional two rounds in a northbound direction at Suspect Lara who was still 
standing in the carport area. Deputy Mesa said he saw Suspect Lara go down and told 
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Deputy Salazar he would take over radio traffic. Deputy Mesa said Deputy Salazar 
approached Suspect Lara to check his condition and watched as Deputy Salazar kicked 
what he described as a “dagger” away from Suspect Lara's hand. Deputy Mesa said they 
maintained a visual on the area because they could hear running in the backyard of the 
location and they knew there were still cutstanding suspects. 


Deputy Mesa said he started broadcasting a containment and waited until the first unit 
arrived in approximately five minutes. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


The following narratives are intended only as a synopsis of the interviews. 
Additional information and precise wording may be obtained by reviewing tho 
recorded interviews and transcriptions. 


Mrs. vas interviewed by Homicide Detectives on October 2, 2009, durin 
the course of their investigation at her place of residence a ain 


Mrs, | (el Homicide Investigators she heard three gunshots from the east side of 
ker residence, went to look outside her kitchen window end saw a policeman running. As 
she was watching, her BE said. “Mama there is someone dead.” Mrs. EN 
she did not see the shooting, nor did ner: they heard gunshots and saw a 
small table knocked over in their driveway in front of their parked vehicle. Homicide 
Detectives concluded their interview with Mrs. ME Refer to transcribed interview with 
Mrs. Ender Homicide Bureau interviews). 


HER 2s interviewed by Homicide Detectives on October 2, 2009, during the 
course of their investigation at his place of residence, 


en 
Mr told Homicide Detectives he was ee in his front yard when he saw a 


police car pull up to the house at He watched_as the police car 
parked, the driver exited his car with his gun drawn and according to Mr. “He was 
running toward the subject, and shooting eight shots.” Mr. BE said he crossed the 
street out of sight of the policeman so he could see who the police were shooting at to 
confirm it wasn’t his brother. Once he saw the male “dying” in front of him and it wasn't his 
brother he was relieved (Refer to transcribed interview with Mr. under Homicide 
Bureau interviews). 


SUSPECT STATEMENT: 


None, suspect deceased. 
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Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Re: J.S.LD. File # 09-0626 
LASD File # 009-06353-0869-013 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the October 2, 2009, fatal shooting of Efrain Lara, by Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Deputy David Salazar. It is our conclusion that the Deputy Salazar acted in 
lawful self-defense. 


The following analysis is based on reports submitted to our office on June 15, 2010, by Detective 
Karen Shonka of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD), Detective Division — 
Homicide Bureau. The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of this shooting on 
October 2, 2009, at approximately 2:45 a.m. The District Attorney Response Team, comprised 

~ of Deputy District Attorney Amy Pellman Pentz and District Attorney Senior Investigator 
MN esccnded and was given a briefing and walk-through of the scene by LASD Lieutenant 
Paul Becker. No departmentally compelled statements were considered in this analysis 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On October 2, 2009 at approximately 1:15 a.m., Deputies David Salazar and Joseph Mesa were 
working in uniform in a marked black and white patrol vehicle. Deputy Salazar was the driver 
and Deputy Mesa was the right front passenger. They were patrolling the area of Rockvale 
Avenue and Gladstone Street in the City of Azusa due to an increase in the number of vehicle 
burglaries, thefts, and vandalisms in that area. 


As they traveled southbound on Rockvale Avenue from Gladstone Street, both deputies saw a 
man standing on the front yard of the residence located at MiB Renwick Road, which is the 
house located on the Bo Rockvale Avenue and Renwick Street. The man was 
carrying what appeared to be a rope or wire. As the deputies continued southbound, the 
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man looked in their direction with a stunned expression. Deputy Salazar stopped the patrol 
vehicle on the east curb line adjacent to the residence. At that time, Salazar noticed a second 
man on the front lawn. This second man, later identified as Efrain Lara, saw the patrol car, 
quickly turned and ran eastbound. 


Deputy Salazar got out of his car, ran eastbound after the suspects, and ordered them to stop. 
Salazar temporarily lost sight of Lara, but maintained a visual on the other man. Deputy Mesa 
positioned himself at the southwest comer of the residence. As Salazar approached the carport 
on the east side of the residence, he saw the initial man run northbound on the driveway and 
climb over a wrought iron fence, landing in the rear yard of the home. At that time, Deputy 
Salazar believed that both suspects had escaped via the backyard. Salazar remained where he 
was and dispatched over his portable radio that he had possible burglary suspects running from 
their location.' 


As Deputy Salazar waited in the middle of the driveway, he saw Lara crouched down hiding near 
the front end of a Toyota Camry parked facing northwest in the driveway. Deputy Salazar was 
unable to see Lara’s hands. He pointed his gun at Lara and ordered him to show his hands. Lara 
did not comply. Salazar moved to the rear driver’s side of the Camry, using the car as cover. 
Lara remained crouched down, moving around the car to the passenger’s side. 


Lara suddenly stood up, ran towards a wrought iron fence and attempted to climb over it. 
Unsuccessful, Lara fell to the ground. At that time, Deputy Salazar saw a shiny metal object in 
Lara’s right hand, which he believed to be a gun or a knife. Salazar immediately and repeatedly 
ordered Lara to “drop it.” Lara ignored the order and stood up with a menacing expression on 
his face. Lara took one or two steps toward Salazar with his right hand up at shoulder level, 
advancing on him like a “football player.” Scared, and less than ten feet away from Lara, 
Deputy Salazar fired his weapon three times. Lara continued to advance with the metal object in 
his hand. Still fearful, Salazar fired his service weapon two more times. Lara fell backwards 
onto the ground, under the carport and south of the fence. Deputy Salazar approached, saw that 
the weapon was an open folding knife, and kicked it away. He then radioed for assistance.” 
Salazar, in shock and believing he may be injured, asked one of the responding deputies to 
determine if he was bleeding. Salazar was not injured. 


Responding deputies set up a containment of the area to attempt to apprehend the outstanding 
suspect. Paramedics were lead into the scene to treat Lara. Lara was pronounced dead at the 
scene at 1:47 a.m. On October 3, 2009, Deputy Medical Examiner Yulai Wang, M.D., 

performed an autopsy on Lara. Dr. Wang noted five gunshot wounds to Lara: one to the front 


' From his vantage point, Deputy Mesa initially was able to see only the first suspect flee to the rear yard and did not 
know at that time that there was a second man. Mesa did hear Salazar broadcast that “suspects” had fled northbound 
from their location. 

? Deputy Mesa did not see the shooting, but heard two sets of orders. Mesa heard Salazar yelling “Let me see your 
hands” and shortly after heard Salazar yell out “Drop it!” Both orders were given more than once. Mesa ran 
eastbound to Salazar’s location, arriving at the time that Salazar fired the last two gunshots. Mesa then saw Lara fall 
to the ground. It was only at this time that Mesa saw that Lara was not the initial suspect. 
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neck area, one to the front left shoulder, one to the right abdominal wall, and two to the back. 

Dr. Wang ascribed the cause of death as multiple gunshot wounds. Analysis of his blood showed 
the presence of .53 micrograms per milliliter of methamphetamine and .04 micrograms per 
milliliter of amphetamine. 


Investigators recovered Lara’s weapon, a folding knife with a four inch blade and metal handle, 
near his body. They also recovered a cable wire from the front yard of the residence. The cable 
is a speaker cable used in the stereo systems of some vehicles. Five .45 caliber cartridge casings 
were found near the driveway. Two bullet fragments were recovered from the driveway and two 
bullets were recovered in the backyard. Two bullet holes were discovered in the wrought iron 
gate and one hole was discovered in the rear yard. Bloodstains were found on the driveway, 
Lara’s knife, a trashcan under the carport, and portions of the exterior of the residence. DNA 
analysis showed that the blood matched the DNA profile taken from Lara.’ 


Salazar’s duty weapon was a Sig Sauer, model P220, .45 caliber semiautomatic pistol. That 
firearm has the capacity to hold eight rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber. It was 
determined that Deputy Salazar fired a total of five rounds. 


Lara was 31 years-old and measured five feet four inches tall. 


CONCLUSION 


According to the law in California, a person acts in lawful self-defense or defense of another if 
(1) he reasonably believes that he or someone else was in imminent danger of being killed or 
suffering great bodily injury and (2) he reasonably believes that the immediate use of deadly 
force was necessary to defend against that danger. CALCRIM 505. 


The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a 
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The calculus of 
reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make 
split-second judgments—in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving—about 
the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 
U.S. 386, 396-397. 


Actual danger is not necessary to justify the use of deadly force in self-defense. If one is 
confronted by the appearance of danger which one believes, and a reasonable person in the same 
position would believe, would result in death or great bodily injury, one may act upon those 
circumstances. The right of self-defense is-the same whether the danger is real or merely 
apparent. People v. Toledo (1948) 85 Cal.App.2d 577. 


3 The knife showed two contributors. The major contributor matches the profile for Lara. 


Captain David Smith 
August 30, 2010 
Page 4 of 4 


Deputy Salazar was on routine patrol in an area that had suffered a recent increase in thefts and 
auto burglaries. He saw two men on the front lawn of a residence at 1:15 in the morning. Both 
men saw the patrol car, appeared startled, and ran away from the deputies. Deputy Salazar 
followed the men, ordering them to stop. Salazar witnessed the first suspect hop over a fence, 
and believed that both men had escaped to the backyard of the residence. Suddenly, Deputy 
Salazar saw Lara, who was crouched down and hiding behind a car parked in the driveway. 
Salazar ordered Lara to show his hands. Lara ignored the order and ran away from Salazar in an 
attempt to flee to the backyard over the fence. Lara was unsuccessful in scaling the fence, and 
turned to face Deputy Salazar, displaying an open folding knife. Deputy Salazar, believing the 
weapon was either a knife or a gun, ordered Lara to drop the weapon. Again, Lara ignored 
Salazar and advanced towards him. Deputy Salazar, reasonably in fear for his safety, fired his 
service weapon at Lara. Lara continued to advance, and Deputy Salazar fired an additional two 
times. Lara fell backwards and ultimately succumbed to his injuries. 


We conclude that LASD Deputy David Salazar was placed in reasonable fear of imminent 
danger of death or great bodily injury by Efrain Lara’s actions and acted lawfully in self-defense 
when he used deadly force against Lara. We are therefore closing our file and will take no 
further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


By fins (éd man lutz- 


AMY PELLMAN PENTZ 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


c: Deputy David Salazar EO | 


